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Welcome to the Xpander
The Oberheim Xpander combines major innovations in analog and digital hardware with

computer software, resulting in a compact, easy to use instrument with vast capabilities.

Each of the Xpander's six voices are completely independent. They can each have a difter-
ent sound, and can be operated from different MIDI or Control Voltage based controliers
simultaneously.

Many of the Xpander's new features are made possible because of the design of the com-
puters’ software, or operating instructions. Many circuits that on earlier synthesizers were
made up of transistors, resistors and even integrated circuit chips, have been replaced by
computer instructions in the Xpander. This use of computer software instead of electronic
hardware results in unprecedented flexibility and sophistication with fewer parts, which
means less cost and more reliability.

Because the Xpander has features and capabilities never before available, we recommend
that you familiarize yourself with these new functions to get the most out of your Xpander.

Experiment! You'll never know what you'll discover.
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You need three things before you can get any sound out of the Xpander:

POWER

The Xpander can operate on AC power between 100-130 volts or 200-260 volts. Make sure
the Xpander is set for the voltage in your location before plugging in the power. On the back
of the Xpander, next to the power outlet and power on; off switch, is a recessed switch which
selects the aoperating power range to 100-130 volts ("'115™") or 200-260 volts ("230").

Remove the red foil cover from the power socket and plug in the power cord to the Xpander
and the AC power source.

Turn on the Xpander with the power switch next to the power socket on the back panel. Do
the displays on the Xpander light up? Does the power switch light up? If not, check your
connections.

SOUND SYSTEM

Connect the Xpander to a mixing board, stereo, instrument amplifier, or other sound system
using the stereo or mono mixed outputs, for now. (There are also individual voice outputs on
the back panel of the Xpander. We'll get into how to use them later. See the PAN Multi Palch
Page.)

CONTROLLER

The Xpander needs to be connected to some other device that will tell the Xpander when
and what to play. The Xpander can be controlled by anything with MIDI or Control Voltage;
Gate Outputs

To operate the Xpander from a MIDI controller such as an Oberheim OB-8 or Oberheim MIDI
Keyboard, connect the controller's MIDI QUT to the Xpander's MIDI IN. When the Xpander Is
tirst turned on, it will receive MIDI information on all 16 MIDI channels.

To operate the Xpander using Control Voltages and Gate Qutputs from the Oberheim DSX
Sequencer or other source, connect the Control Voltage and Gate Qutputs of your controlier
to the six pairs of CV/GATE INPUTS on the back of the Xpander.
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Advance Chain
Advances to the next program.

Cassette Interface When CHAIN is on, advances to the next program
Input /Output for data storage in the chain. (Rizing edge trigger)
MIDI Pedal Inputs
In/0ut/Thru 2 Inputs for Footpedals CV/Gate Inputs
Any voice can be assigned or Footswitches 51% ars N
to any channel - | : Can be azsigned to any vows
Memory T'."ggﬁ_." Inpu Direct Outputs
riggers Lhvelpes, One for each voice
Protect LFOsz , Rorps from

Prevents changing
stored patches

= OO0 Ood

Drum Machines | etc.
(Switchable polarity)

== Q000® 0000000 COO00C

. . @B Oberheim Xpander

OO0000® O0OO0C

Yoltage Select
115 or 230 tor local power

Power Input
Connect to Grounded Qutlat

Power Switch
On /Off

Mixed Outputs

Sterec and Mono
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